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lection 2002 provided more than a few surprises . . . and a lot of hair-breadth
finishes here in Michigan.

Jennifer Granholm rode to a major victory to become the State’s first female governor,
but her margin of victory (120,000 with 92% of the vote counted) was considerably less
than many expected and her coat-tails proved to be very short. Still, the Granholm-
Cherry ticket gives Democrats a hold on the executive branch for the first time in a dozen
years.

As we write this, late Wednesday morning, the race for Attorney General remains a cliff-
hanger, but it appears that Republican Mike Cox may have pulled off a 6,000 vote
victory. Again, Democrat Gary Peters led all polls going into the election, but that
margin evaporated when the votes were actually counted. If the Cox lead holds, he will
be the first Republican Attorney General in Michigan in nearly a half century.

Meanwhile, Terri Lynn Land breezed to victory for Secretary of State.

Legislative races provided some shockers. We were among the more dubious on the
question of Republicans holding on to control of the State Senate and House. But, when
the votes were counted Republicans held the Senate 22-16, a net loss of one, and made

amazing gains in the House for a 63-47 lead, their biggest margin in nearly a half century.

Fey Senate Races

epublicans Rep. Bruce Patterson and Laura Toy won fairly comfortably in suburban

Wayne County Senate races. Outstate, Reps. Tom George (Kalamazoo area) and
Jerry VanWoerkom (Muskegon-Ludington area) came from behind to post very narrow
victories for open Senate seats. Rep. Tony Stamas (Midland-Alpena area) held on by his
fingernails to win for the Senate, as did Bill Hardiman (Grand Rapids area), who
becomes the first Black Republican elected to the Legislature in nearly three-quarters of a
century. Rep. Mark Schauer (Battle Creek-Jackson area) beat fellow Rep. Mickey
Mortimer for a Democratic pick-up and Rep. Virg Bernero (Lansing area) edged Rep.
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Paul DeWeese for another Dem Senate win. But overall, Senate Republicans dodged a
bullet, and Sen. Ken Sikkema (R-Grand Rapids) will be selected as new majority leader
in a GOP caucus later this week.

ey House Races

Nobody (even staunch Republicans) expected the GOP to take 63 seats. But they did,
and ousted incumbent Rep. Pat Lockwood (southern Genesee County) in the process.
Another shock was in the UP, where Laurie Stupak (wife of Congressman Bart Stupak)
lost to Republican Tom Casperson. At least a half dozen races were decided by a few

hundred votes.

GOP House candidates also captured currently Democratic seats in St. Clair Shores and
Battle Creek. They also won new seats in northern Macomb County and Ottawa County
that were moved out of heavily Democratic Detroit in redistricting. Republicans also
picked up a seat in Washtenaw County, while Democrats took two Republican held seats:
one in Warren/Sterling Heights and another in Farmington Hills.

Rep. Rick Johnson will be re-elected as Speaker to preside over a chamber with nearly 60
new faces, more than half of the 110 members.

Other Races

ncumbent Republican nominated Supreme Court Justices Betty Weaver and Robert

Young won easy re-election. Our own Jim Cavanagh, running for the State Court of

Appeals, was out-spent 6-1, and fell short in his election bid. (Good news for Kelley-
Cawthorne; he’ll continue with the firm).

Proposal 4, the proposal to direct tobacco lawsuit settlement money, after leading by
huge margins in early polls, was snowed under in the actual results. This firm’s Frank
Kelley, along with Sen. Joe Schwarz, was widely credited with sinking Proposal 4. (See
attached Detroit News article.)

House Session

he House returns Thursday, November 7, for a lame-duck session lasting until nearly
Christmas, while the Senate comes back Tuesday, November 12. We’ll keep you

advised on what happens.
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