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F I Y he 2003 session of the Michigan Legislature formally opened on January 8 . . .
and recessed to begin serious business in the Senate on January 21 and in the
House on January 28.

During the interim, senators busied themselves in confirmation hearings for Gov.

Granholm’s major appointees and members of both chambers digested increasingly dire

news on the budget front.

2003 Legislative Leadership

ouse members re-elected Speaker Rick Johnson, who immediately became a lame-

duck in that position by virtue of Michigan’s constitutional term limits provision.
Committee chairs selected by Johnson include Rep. Marc Shulman, returning for a
second (and final) time as chair of the very important appropriations committee which
will have a 20-11 GOP majority. Rep. Brian Palmer (Macomb County) heads a very
conservative House Education Committee and newcomer John Moolenaar (Midland
County) heads the K-12 Appropriations Subcommittee.

Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema was announcing Senate committee
assignments. Sen. Shirley Johnson will head Senate Appropriations and brings to that
position more experience than the rest of her committee members combined, by virtue of
long pre-term limits, experience on the House Appropriations Committee, and four years
on the Senate panel. Next to Sikkema, she’ll be the most influential member of the
Senate. Conservative Sen. Wayne Kuipers (Ottawa County) heads the Sen. Education
Committee and moderate veteran Sen. Ron Jelinek heads the Senate K-12 Appropriations
Subcommittee.

Democratic leaders are Bob Emerson in the Senate and Diane Byrum in the House, both
of whom have long pre-term limits experience in the House. Outside of Sikkema,
Johnson, Emerson and Byrum, experience in the new Legislature is in extremely short
supply, with 54 new members (out of 110) in the House and 28 (of 38) in the Senate.







